Reading for ASK Holy Communion Wednesday 1st July 2026

Matthew 8.28-end

When he came to the other side, to the country of the Gadarenes, two demoniacs coming
out of the tombs met him. They were so fierce that no one could pass that way. Suddenly
they shouted, ‘What have you to do with us, Son of God? Have you come here to torment us
before the time?’ Now a large herd of swine was feeding at some distance from them. The
demons begged him, ‘If you cast us out, send us into the herd of swine.” And he said to
them, ‘Go!” So they came out and entered the swine; and suddenly, the whole herd rushed
down the steep bank into the lake and perished in the water. The swineherds ran off, and
on going into the town, they told the whole story about what had happened to the
demoniacs. Then the whole town came out to meet Jesus; and when they saw him, they
begged him to leave their neighbourhood.

Collect

O God, the protector of all who trust in you,
without whom nothing is strong, nothing is holy:
increase and multiply upon us your mercy;
that with you as our ruler and guide

we may so pass through things temporal
that we lose not our hold on things eternal;
grant this, heavenly Father,

for our Lord Jesus Christ’s sake,

who is alive and reigns with you,

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and for ever.

Post Communion

Eternal God,

comfort of the afflicted and healer of the broken,
you have fed us at the table of life and hope:
teach us the ways of gentleness and peace,

that all the world may acknowledge

the kingdom of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.



